xiv                                     APOLOGY
obtuse friend.    I don't expect to be argued with : I shall be satisfied' to be told.
Under these circumstances, and in consideration of previous good conduct, I earnestly trust the court of scientific opinion will let me off with a caution or a nominal fine. My promise never to recur to the subject again may surely in such a case be counted to me for righteousness. At a certain college examination, where proof of age was required from all intending candidates, a certain colonial-born undergraduate brought with him perforce his only documentary evidence, a certificate of baptism. The examiner, a well-known heterodox don, glanced at the ecclesiastical certificate curiously. * How's this ?' lie asked in a hurried voice. ' How's this ? You've been baptised, sir?' The luckless undergraduate timidly stammered out that it was a mistake due to the imperfect registration system of his native land. ' H'm,' snorted the examiner : ' oh, very well, then : as you were baptised by mistake, it won't be allowed to tell against you.' May I venture to express a humble hope that on this occasion too a heresy extorted from me under such peculiar circumstances will not be allowed to tell against my character ?